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JERUSALEM SOLIS. 


„ 
FH E partiality of that 
Society, which is diſtinguiſhied by your Pa- 
| tronage, firſt called upon me to preach, and 
afterwards to print the Sermon, which now 


ſolicits the Protection of your Name. 


If Inſtitutions ſuch as theſe, derived no 
honor from their own excellencies, they cer- 
lanly are entitled to reſþe& and conſequence, 


when 


| 
| 
| 
| 


\ 
+ 


„„ 
when deſerving the attentidn of the 5 
worthy and exalted CharaFers ; and amore 


ſuch, the JERUSALEM SOLS are proud to 
include your ſelf. 


T beg to remain, 
SIR, 


With all poſſible reſpec, 


(No. 8, ) Your honored ſervant, 
Richmond-buildings, 
Dean: ſtreet; 
14 Auguſt, 1788. 


EDWARD BARRY, 


1 ; 


SERMON, &c. 


Twelfth Chapter of Eccleſiaſtes, the 14th Verſe. 


on GOD SHALL BRING EVERY WORK INTO JUDG- 
MENT, WITH EVERY SECRET THING, WHETHER 1T BE 
coop, OR WHETHER IT BE EVIL, 


HE beauties of virtue never appear more 
amiable than when they ſtand oppoſed to 

the deformities of vice: we ſee this fully evi- 
lenced in the perſon af king Solomon, the au- 
mor of my text, | 


The light and ſhadow of his life, ſerved to ſet 
bf cach other in a very ſtriking manner, and in 
B proportion 1 
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proportion, as at one view you are Charmed and 
elevated with the brilliancy of his character, ſo, 


at another, you are Oy ſhocked, and even 
diſguſted. 


To ſee him at one time in the moſt ſplendid me. 
ridian of goodneſs, of wiſdom and of power! and 
to find him at another apoſtatizing all theſe, and 
foully ſtraying into the wilderneſs of ignorance, 
intemperance and fin, ſeems very much to ha- 
raſs the rational mind! Human nature ſeems to 
alk how thele groſs inconſiſtencies can be? How 
a man ſo favour'd by God, ſo eminent in under- 
ſtanding, and ſo well fitted for all virtue, and 
piety, could be drawn afide, like the weakeſt head, 
into the moſt ſtupid folly and guilt ? Thoughthis 
queſtion, at firſt view, ſeems to confound our 
thoughts, and baffles not a little, our reaſon; yet 
if we take a deeper inſight into the heart 0 
man, eſpecially, as it is laid open by. the ſacred 
penmen, the problem is clearly ſolvpd. | 

« Let him that thinketh he ſtandeth, take heed 
leſt he fall; was the ſage admonition of this greal 
king, and experience tell us, that men are neve 
in ſo much danger as when they. preſume; #0 
confidence ſpurns at caution-—but where cauti0 
watches, there is ſeldom much danger Solomot 


prelumed that his power allowed him to gratil 
hi 


3 
his appetite, and that his wiſdom could moderate 
it when he pleaſed; but the poiſon proved too 
much for the antidote, when he reſted not on the 
arm of his God but confided in himſelf, 'twas 
then he fell. 


His ſoul was too much ſwelled with theſe ac- 
quiſitions; they were too great for a mortal frame. 
Human nature had forgotten who ſhe was, and 
what ſhe- was. It was the ſoil that ſpoiled the 
ſed, and not the feed that hurt the ſoil; and when 
the ground of the heart had been thus contami- 
nated—when he had ſo far gone beyond his depth, 
'twas more than all his diſeaſed virtues, and 
mangled wiſdom, could do to fave him; and had 
not the mercy of God, at length bid him riſe once 
again, he muſt have periſhed in his wickedneſs. 


Convinced of his miraculous eſcape, and the 
grace of God ſtill working more and more on 
bis declining age, he exchanged the name of a 
%ing, for that of a preacher; and this book of 
Ecdefiaſtes is the ſolemn recantation of that great 
monarch, who though he ſays to the young 
man * rejoice, O young man, in thy youth, and 
let thy heart cheer thee,” but remember, ſays 
thepreacher, that for all theſe things God will bring 
thee into judgment, or, in the words I have lately 
B 2 read, 
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read to you, for God will bring every work into 
judgment, with every ſecret thing, whether 
it be good, or whether it be evil. 

I have rather choſen to addreſs this locicty 
from the words of Solomon; becauſe they are 
proud to dedicate their Lodge © to him, who firſt 
builta temple and dedicated it to the Treat Crea- } 
tor of all things.” 


You profeſs to admire and venerate his virtu- 
ous and learned documents: but there are 
others the abandoned—the ignorant—and the 
profligate, who ſtrive to juſtify their own turpi- 
tude—to ſcoff at virtue, and banter at religion, 
by expoſing his follies. But to the dignity of the 
Chriſtian revelation, not even the fins of its moſt 
zealous profeſſors, either have, or could have been 
concealed. | 

It is an open journal to every eye, an honeſt 
portrait of every character. 


_ Chriſtianity cannot approve, but condemns the 
ſmalleſt fins—the impotent ſneers then of the 
pitiable infidel at the ſacred revelation, on ac- 
count. of the defe&s of human nature, and the 
imperfections of its moſt avowed friends, how 
mean and contemptible! becauſe were not Chriſt- 


ait midſt all ſuppoſed objections, were it not 
great 
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great and enviable and good / would men ſo fre- 
quently put on the malk to affect its beauty? no: 
ef ſatisfied in this truth, that there never was a 
outerfeit, unleſs there had been an original: hy- 
pocrites themſelves, therefore, ſo far from weak- 
ning the truths of chriſtianity, when rightly con- 
fdered, are great confirmations of it! vice can 
never condemn Chriſtianity, but Chriſtianity 
eery where condemns vice, among all ranks and 
profeſſions, 


Having thus much commented on the author of 
my text, I ſhall only remark—that though great 
yere his fins, yet great was his repentance— 
great his zeal and ſervices in the cauſe of God 
great were his inſtruftions—with every flaw, 
great was this kingly diamond! 


Liſten therefore, my brethren, to his awſul 
addreſs to you this morning 


He tells you that « God ſhall bring every 
work into judgment, with every ſecret thing, 
whether it be good, or whether it be evil!” Beit 
bur duty then to improve the ſolemn notice iſt, 
by briefly conhdering the neceſlity of a judgment 
o come: and ſecondly, ſhewing how we ſhould 
{port ourſelves in civil and religious life prepa- 


tory to that great day | 


Little 
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Little, I truſt, requires to be ſaid to you 10 
prove the neceſſity of a judgment to come, 
fince we find that even Heathens have admitted 
the truth—becauſe, ſay they, in the nature ot 
things—there is a neceſſity that vice myſt be pu- 
niſhedand virtue muſt be rewarded; neither of which 
are fairly exemplified in h life: hence they 
juſtly conclude © that it muſt be ntrEArTER,” 
It is not in 7his life that the chaff is to be ſepa- 
rated from the wheat, but in the next ;—hence 
then we ſee, that the evil are mixed with the good 
indiſcriminately, and perhaps the vicious in a 
greater degree poſſeſſing what we think ſhould be 
the reward of the viriuons The artful villain 
{ſcreens his turpitude from the eye, and may pals 
in the crowd for fterling merit, while a more in- 
cautious tranſgrellor is ban:fhed, if not rooted out 
from ſociety, with indelible ignominy !—The 
vile calumniator, who, like his maſter, aſſumes 
many ſhapes, betrays you with a 4½, and calls 
you friend! but for all this, God judgeth the 
world. Adverfily of any kind is often a bleſ- 
fing in diſguiſe—while proſperity operates like 
_ gilded poiſon. The wicked enjoy fin for a ſea- 
ſon ; their puniſhment is only deferred, till the 
meaſure of their iniquity is filled up:. God 
meaſures all things on the baſis of eternity and 
the ſoul itſelf, being immortal, extends her fears 


and hopes to all eternity! 
| Becauſe 


( 14 ) 

Becauſe God has declared that © he hath ap- 
pointed a day in the which he will judge the 
vorld:“ - Having thus briefly obſerved on the 
receſſity of a judgment—T ſhall now apply myſelf 
nore particularly to the good effects of civil and 
xligious ſociety that we may provoke one ano- 
ther to every good work: when I ſpeak of ſoci- 
ay, I mean not to include that which is founded 
nerely on caprice or whim, or that whoſe only 
object is - merriment or intemperance=-or merely 
to drown a gloomy hour in the convivial circle of 
bowl. —-No—-theſe will be found eventually to 
be deſtructive even of civil ſociety - and utterly 
ſubverſive of all religious: but when I ſay 
aviland religious ſociety, I mean ſuch, where 
the joys of civil and ſocial life are made depen- 
dent on, and to harmonize with, the injuncti- 
ons of Chriſtianity. And ſocieties, ſuch as theles 
hen well conducted, have a very good tendency 
bo dilfuſe religious information to ſome, who 
would not have been, perhaps, at the pains to 
have acquired, even what they have, in a different 
Way. 


To do juſtice---to love mercy, and to walk 
lunbly before your God---ſhould be the ſtriking 
ſcatures of every good Sol, who is ſetting his 
ace towards the New Jeruſalem. 


In 


i 


1 In this view, ſocieties formed together .. 

i united with one heart---bent on one good cauſe... 
| muſt be uſeful, as well in civil as in religious 
| | 


life, 


; And thus God, who judgeth all things---even 
[ every ſecret thing---whether it be good, or whe- 
ther it be evil---will applaud the principle; 
of ſo good an inſtitution---if they are not wil 
fully corrupted and debaſed, 


| But then methinks a queſtion is aſked me: If 
| the principles of this Society be thus founded 
1! f on religion and virtue---why do you keep the 
among yourſelves? If uſeful to the temporal an 
| future happineſs of mankind---why are the 
cloiſtered from us as a ſecret? To this I hal 
anſwer, that the original end and deſign of ſuch 
lecret, or ſuch a ſeparation from the reſt of man 
kind, was principally to promote virtue, at 
luppreſs vice; and that the particular cuſtoms 
rites and ceremonies obſerved in ſocieties lik 
theſe, were deſigned to keep out the unknown, ti 
wicked and prophane ; and to put the membe 
{hemſelves in eſpecial remembrance of thel 
great obligations to virtue and piety. We har 
with many other proofs, examples of this fert It 


ſacred writ: the children of Iſrael, for inſtancg 
8 wel 
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were ſeparated, and ſet apart, as a diſtin ſect, or 
peculiar people, and were diſtinguiſhed from the 
reſt of the world by ſingular rites, and particular 
ceremonies and thus again, when the Gileadites 
demanded of the Ephraimites, who were de- 
ſrous of repaſſing Jordan, to pronounce the 
word Shibboleth---they, by a fingularity of pro- 
nouncing this word, and calling it Sibboleth, 
though in the night, quickly diſtinguiſhed them 
from their own brethren, and inſtantly flew 
them. 


From theſe examples of antiquity, we may 
learn from the earlieſt ages of the world, that by 
the appointment of God himſelf, mankind di- 
vided themſelves into ſeveral ſocieties, each re- 
gulated by particular laws, as well as diſtin- 
puiſhed by peculiar cuſtoms. 


But are there no members of this Soclty, 


midſt all their profeſſions, bad and prophane 
den #---Undoubtedly there may be---as well 


in this, as in other good orders; but God, Who 
judgeth the heart, and trieth the reins, will 
bring every work into judgment“ but bad men, 
ne not knowingly admitted into the Order; 
vr afterwards, conſiſtent with the laws, are 


C wiltully 


it 


a 
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wilfully retained: there are laws to amend, to 
correct, and to expel ſuch; and ſuch laws for the 
proſperity and honor, of the inſtitution, ſhould 


be put in force, without e to perſon or 
condition. | 


But it would be as unreaſonable to condemn 
the inſlitution itſelf, on account of a notorious, 
profligate offender—as it would be the Chriſtian 
religion—becauſe bad men declare ' themſelves 
Chriſtians, or members of a Chriſtian church, 


I have only to obſerve, that, there is nothing 
in the code of laws, as far as I know, or am taught, 
but what is hoxorable, decent and religious—and 
is well fitted to anſwer many uſeful purpoles in 
life—let me then, my »brethren, preſs home to 
your attention and duty—tin every reſpett, iq | 
walk worthy of the vocation, wherewith you are 
called; and that your light may ſo ſhine forth, 
that mankind may ſee your good works; let your 
zeal and attachment to the Order, not be evi- 
denced by contention and ftrife, or in malice, or 
bitterneſs—but in virtue and brotherly love; and 
reſt aſſured that he is the beſt Jeruſalem Sol, who 
is making his beſt way to that holy city— 
who is doing his utmoſt to coft down the 
temple of Satan—but doing all in Jus e 

| (| 
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of Jeſus Chriſt—indeed too early, and too dili- 
gent, we cannot all be in this important work 
too late, it may. | 


We have no abiding city here, but ſeek one to 
come! we are lodgers only in this world--ſome 
for a few nights--ſomne a few months--ſome for 
2 few years let us make early proviſions for out 


journey to the new Jeruſalem, before the cold, 


griping-hand of death ſeizes us for eternity, and 
drags us with all our fins, before the tremendous 
bar of an angry God! 


The awful meeting! ſpare me the pain of now 
exhibiting- remember once more, and never for- 


get that there is a judgment day haſtening upon 


us--"when God will judge every ſecret thing, 


vhether it be good, or whether it be evil. Then 


whether good or evil, all will be proclaimed 
openly before aſſembled worlds! 


of Chriſt-all characters, all kindreds, all de 
Jea all — 


C2 which 


both in public and private, to build-up the temple 


will all your ſecret thoughts, your ſecret actions 
We muſt al appear before the judgment ſeat 


The lan ſhall fall from Heaven !-the ſun, 


(66 
which now ſo gloriouſly animates--fertilizes, and 
illuminates the world--which diffuſes his genuine 
influence over all nature, which ſo charmingly 
ſends forth his beautiful rays, and riſes in the eaſt, 
which gives you the cheerful picture of his men- 
dian in the ſouth, and draws a cool and repoſing 
curtain over the languid frame of nature, when 
he retires in the weſt--ſhall no longer ſhine, but be 
turned into an awfal darkneſs! the moon, that 
great lamp of our ſyſtem, which borrows her 
luſtre from the ſun, and ſupplies that heavenly 
body--and cheers the traveller, and the diſtant 
mariner, ploughing on the furious ſeas--ſhe will 
no longer pleaſe either by beauty or uſe, but al- 
fright you--ſke will be turned into blood! 


The graves will open and give - up their dead, 
in awful obedience to the great mandate, come 
to judgment!“ and the Arch-Angel, declaring: 
by the living God ! „that time ſhall be no 
more then will the inſulted, deſpiſed Galilean 
ſit upon the throne, and judge the twelve tnbes 
of Ifrael--there, ſhall we ſee the great Architef of 
the world!--and may it, my brethren, indeed, may 
it be the happy experience of all of us--thal 
when this- earthly lodge ſhall finally cloſe, e 
may be admitted to the Eternal One! of the nei 
Jeruſalem! to have a glorious. meeting with ou 

R grand 
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grand head and patron, Jeſus Chriſt, who is one 
Lord, of all patnarchs, prophets and kings-- 
and having thus been called off from the toils and 
labours of life, we may be worthy to be refreſhed 
by the preſence of our dear Redeemer, and receive 


the wages of thoſe eternal joys, which were pur- 
chaſed by the ſacrifice of his blood! 


Now to God, Sc. 
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